
A  y o u n g  b o y  s t a r e s  w i d e - e y e d  t h r o u g h  
n a r r o w  s l i t s  i n  a  c o t t o n  h a t ,  as his tiny 
fingers clutch a horse’s mane, knuckles white. 
The animal bucks repeatedly as men wrestle it into 
a starting box. It takes several minutes to get the 
horse in position as all the while the boy holds on 
tight, his legs wrapped around the horse’s belly. 
At last, the gun fires... The gate flies open. 
Horse and boy are unleashed from the starting 
box. They gallop away down the track alongside 
five other horses and their small riders, accompa-
nied by the sound of cracking whips and screaming 
men. After the wild start two horses nearly clash 
into each other, but the young riders manage to get 
the horses back on track. It would not have been 
the first crash. Accidents are frequent. 
Many riders get crippled, and some die.

The scene takes place in Bima, on the Indonesian 
island of Sumbawa. The jockey’s name is Firman. 
He is five years old and only one of many child 
jockeys there. Riders of Destiny follows Firman and 
another young boy, Sila, aged 7, as they participate 
in a season of traditional horse racing. Sumbawa is 
one of the poorest regions in Indonesia. The land 
yields barely anything, and there are few options of 
making money. The level of education is minimal, 
and in the fight for survival, becoming a jockey is 
often the best hope for cash-strapped families. It’s 
one of the main reasons the tradition of racing has 
endured for centuries. Fathers, grandfathers and 
great-grandfathers all rode as children, but they 
compete in truly appalling conditions, and they 
keep getting younger. While their ancestors began 
at 10, child jockeys of today often get their first 
taste at 3.  w w w . r i d e r s o f d e s t i n y fi l m . c o m

Riders of Destiny studies 6-year-old Firman 
and 7-year-old Sila at their everyday work as jockeys.

Official Trailer

https://ridersofdestinyfilm.com/


It was three years ago, when director Michael 
Niermann discovered those pictures by accident – 
he was captivated by the photographs and most of 
all by the little riders. He contacted Romi and only 
shortly after he went to Sumbawa, together with 
producer Ansgar Pohle, to meet Romi and to get to 
know the child jockeys. And that is, when the story 
of “Riders of Destiny” began. After a production 
period of three years, the film will be finished this 
spring. It will be screened in cinema and at 
festivals. Afterwards it will be broadcasted on Geo 
Television (pay-tv) and Arte. If you would like to find 
out more, please visit facebook/ridersofdestiny or 
www.ridersofdestinyfilm.com for more informati-
on, photos and extracts of the film. 

Those are the pictures of Romi Perbawa, an Indonesian photographer, who accompanies the child jockeys for more than eight years now and makes their fate visible.
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